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power to conciliate the tribes. But the Governor had not the
same sympathy and tact as Sir George Grey, and on one
occasion, when the King-maker came to Auckland to request
an interview with him for the purpose of borrowing a little
money to build flower-mills for the people, the Governor
refused both the interview and the loan. This was considered
as an unwarranted affront. As one of the chiefs bitterly
remarked, 'The lowest Englishman was entertained with
hospitality by the Maoris, but a chief of high rank visiting
Auckland was rudely neglected by the Pakehas.'

This smouldering animosity broke out into a blaze in 1860,
in the district of Taranaki. Governor Browne negotiated for
a purchase of territory on this part of the coast, aud made a
bargain for a large slice of land with one of the subordinate
chiefs. When the news of the sale reached the ears of the
head chief of the tribe he refused to allow it, and protested
that the other Maori had no right whatever to part with a
foot of soil belonging to the common heritage of the tribe.
Governor Browne threatened war to enforce his claim, upon
which the Taranaki chief joined the King confederacy and
sent his tribesmen on the war-path. Along the western coast
of North Island, between Wanganui and Auckland, many
English colonists had set their homesteads and farms, but now
they fled in terror to New Plymouth and the other English
towns, and their fields were laid waste by the King tribes.

On both sides there were isolated acts of bloodshed, de-
nounced as murder by the Maoris and the colonists, according
to the nationality of the persons killed. It was a tragic
business, and although there were now many regular regiments
in New Zealand, the British troops were for a long time
powerless to end this guerilla warfare. The Maoris took
refuge in their pahs, or strongholds, and when dislodged
from one retired to another. They had the same genius
as the Boers in South Africa for constructing rifle-pits and
throwing up entrenchments, from which it was difficult to
dislodge them even by artillery fire. Tarapipi or Te Waharoa